Brookdale Park Conservancy

BPC Membership Meeting

6-23-2009

Quorum present:  20 members

Total Attendance:  48

Speakers:

The Dog Whisperers:  Fernado Camacho and Jeff Coltenback
Acceptance of Minutes of Previous Membership Meetings
Speakers ran over.  Minutes will be reviewed at the next meeting.
Committee Reports  
There was no time for the committee reports, however I am attaching the written reports of the July meetings from the Chairs for the record.
Marketing Committee – Tina Gargiulo
No meeting. See notes attached for update.
Facilities Committee—Bruce Simon

See 6-11 meeting notes attached.
Horticulture Committee – Carolyn Burton

Will add upon receipt.

Master Plan Committee – Toni Spiotta

See 6-6 meeting notes attached.
History Committee—Mary Shaughnessy

No notes
Meeting adjourned.
Brookdale Park Conservancy

Marketing Committee Update 

June 2009 

No meeting held in June
Upcoming Calendar of Events

BPC Representatives will be at the following:

June 20 – Rose Garden 50th Anniversary Celebration

10:30 to 11:00 AM – (booth set up) – Mary Shaughnessy, Paul & Nancy Iannace

11:00AM to 1:00 PM (including booth break down) – Paul & Nancy Iannace

BPC Representatives will not be at the following:

July 4 – Montclair 4th of July parade

Unfortunately due to lack of sign up, we will be unable to participate

Have contacted those who did volunteer to let them know

Marketing Materials 

BPC T-Shirts 

· Received orders for 29 shirts to date via May meeting and email 

· Will pass order form around again at Membership meeting on June 23

· Will decide on overorder (to sell as fundraiser) after that meeting

“Green” Bags

· Decided on 500 bags are being printed  

· Bags on hold until find a new vendor

Plantable Cards 

· 600 promotional cards, 3” x 3”, were printed  

· Were distributed at the Rose Garden Celebration & plenty of extras for other events

Survey

· Marketing worked with other committees to create park usage survey  

· Survey was approved by the following members of the Board & committee Chairs:  Carolyn, Leslie, Terri, Nancy, Peter, Pat, Paul

· No final approval/comments from: Howard, Bruce, Toni, Mollie, Vince

· Survey is live on website as of week of June 22

PR & Promotions

Press Releases

· Nancy worked with county on creating Rose Garden celebration press release.  County distributed to all media on Monday June 15.  Was covered on Baristanet on June 19.

· Pat created a release about volunteers at the Indian Springs cleanup. Mary sent the announcement to Bloomfield Life and Bloomfield Independant and it is up on WBMA channel 35 Bloomfield. Pat sent it to Baristanet, Suzy Said, NJ.com, Idealist.org and volunteermatch.org
Newsletter

· June Newsletter was emailed to membership on Tuesday, June 16, 2009

Website Updates/Revisions

The following components have been added to the website:

Archives area featuring

· Newsletters

· Meeting Notes

· Press/Statements

· Brochure

· Presentations

· Maps

Volunteer button – linking to a new database

Donation button  - linking to Network for Good

Park Use Survey 

Facilities Committee Minutes 
Thursday, June 11
In attendance: 

Bruce Simon, Pat Gilleran, Leslie Valavanis, Jean Moore, Susan Cote, George Prell, Mike and Jean Ser, Toni Spiotta, Mollie Smith
	Bruce distributed the survey that Tina and the marketing team put together.  It was discussed in detail and suggestions for revision were identified. Leslie agreed to consolidate and provide the revisions/suggestions to Tina. The overall throught was that the focus of the survey should have a positive feel and find out what people like and what they want done to make things better in the park.

	

	Bruce talked about his meeting w/ Bruce Davita from the County earlier that day.  The county put trash cans in all areas we suggested, and the county said they are going to repair or replace broken benches.  The county said that memorial benches are okay and cost $1,500 - the county will install them. The broken metal fencing on Ridgewood will be looked at as well as the dog park issues. New signage will be erected at the each entrance.  Bruce suggested to the county signs at each pedestrian entrance and speed limit signs. The county agreed to look into speed humps. They will give us a heads up on all events as well as construction plans.

	

	It was agreed that Facilities Committee will work with the Master Planning Committee for the BPC to get recognition for things we're doing, i.e. gardening around the dog park, Indian Springs clean up.

	

	George Prell suggested the posting of small marker signs to show the streets that bear upon the park at various locations.  His comment was based on small signs that he had seen almost everywhere in boy scout camps.

	

	To make things prettier, Mollie suggested plantings near the steps between the track and the parking lot off E. Circuit Dr.

	

	There was a suggestion  for mile marker posts (one-tenth mile marker posts).


Master Planning Minutes
June 6, 2009
 

Attendees: Jackie Park Albaum, Vince Bailey, Carolyn Burton, Jane Califf, Paul Cote, Howard Falk, Peter Gargiulo, Tina Gargiulo, Pat Gilleran, Rick Mullins, Sue Mullins, John Park, Kathy Salisbury (Essex County Horticulturist), Mollie Smith, Toni Spiotta, David Verrico and Susan Jankolovits (Master Gardner).

 

Meeting Opened by Toni Spiotta (Co-Chair). All present introduced themselves and shared what brought them this meeting. A few of the reasons were the desire to: have a shared comprehensive plan to work from, put their love of parks (and this one in particular)to work , maintain a natural environment, keep the park green, offer their personal skills (planning, design, art, photography, landscape, sustainability, organizational development) to enhance the park.  A few ground rules for the group were suggested, (start and end on time, listen to each other, help each other participate, maintain a positive future-oriented can-do perspective, remember that we all have the same goal, act in a democratic way, bring your passion) there was a bit of discussion. While it seemed like there was consensus, this was not formally processed.

 

Mollie Smith (Co-Chair) introduced a map that reflect current use of the park and spoke a bit about the process of park planning. Included in the Park Planning Primer handout, among other things, was a list of reasons that people generally come to parks. There was some discussion of which of those bring people to Brookdale and which ones are not currently met in the park.  She put out a call for ideas about how parts of the park might meet the needs of some of those park goers that are currently unmet or not well met. 

 

Toni stated that the mission of an organization and the values of its members need to guide its planning. She presented a handout about Olmsted principles. Susan described the overall effect of Olmsted's principles as creating "a jewel, an urban oasis".  There was agreement that sustainability was a value that we wanted to guide our work.

 

Paul noted that it was important that information about BPC master planning be shared with the county, as one of our partners. 

 

Participants contributed features of the park that "are jewels in the necklace of the park". Some stated included: Indian Spring, trees (copper beeches, sycamores, scarlet maples), historical remnants of copper mine, concert grove, pond, abundance and variety of trails, stadium with Olympic history, athletic fields, wild area, tennis area that is surrounded by Norway spruce and eastern white pine that keep it shaded and protected from the wind, children's playground (original plans had it surrounded by spruces and other evergreens), the archery field that brings Junior Olympics.  
 
A bit of a wish list of opportunities emerged that included: bocce court, clusters of seating, seating with a vista, dogwood grove, and cherry trees.

 

At several points it was acknowledged that with both existing and future elements of the park, maintenance is essential e.g. drains, par course.

 

A short brainstorming of next step ideas produced the following: find vistas, name unnamed sections, identify functions of sections, identify trees, identify invasive plants, and find hidden features.

 

Immediate project ideas that will be highly visible, low or no-cost, bring positive press, not controversial, highly do-able: Indian Spring, event involving children (Bee Guy?, Rutgers Extension), know who the community groups are who are potential partners, research history.  Pat will create list of organizations that are part of the park community. 
 

As a follow-up to the meeting with the county on 6/3, when we were told that new paths would be added to connect the four areas of the children's playground, and, after expression of our concern, the county agreed to not proceed for a short period of time and then offered BPC the opportunity to make a recommendation for these paths for their consideration.  This timeline is short, not allowing for careful conversations with the park community. We are also working without the benefit of a master plan. While none of this is how we want to operate, it seems to be the opportunity we have at this point to possibly influence.  A group met immediately after this meeting in the playground area to discuss ideas to present to BPC Board.

 

Respectfully submitted,

Mollie Smith and Toni Spiotta   

    

 
















